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The first official contact - the Attorney
General and Bailiff at the airport
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The German Army invaded Norway and Denmark in April 1940 and
Belgium, Holland and France in May. On 1 July 1940 the Germans

arrived in the island.

~he German ultimatum demanded that
white crosses of surrender be painted in
prominent places such as the Royal Square
and the Airport.

The Attorney General, CW Duret-Aubin,

was among the Crown Officers who met the
German invaders at the States Airport on the
morning of 1 July 1940.

The Town Hall, ‘der Rathaus’ in German,
became a favourite site for propaganda
photographs of German troops and British
policemen working together.

The Observation Tower at La Corbiére was
built as part of the 1941-44 fortification
programme. By May 1945 over 67,000 mines
were laid around the island.

Much of the fortification work was carried
out by the Organisation Todt which used

up to 6,000 slave workers, mainly Russians
and Spanish Republicans. British Intelligence
estimated the death rate amongst slave
workers to be 40%.




War strikes home

=his telegram was sent by the
Lieutenant Governor to the

Prime Minister on the 27 June 1940
describing the situation in Jersey
as the German aircraft bombed the
island. It had not been made public
that the island had been demilitarised
so the Germans still saw Jersey as
a potential threat whose defences
needed to be tested.
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War crimes testimony

=his testimony was given by the Bailiff,

Alexander Moncrieff Coutanche, at the war
crimes trials of Colonel Oberst Knackfuss and
General Muller. In it he describes the bombing
raid of the 28 June when the island had been
fully demilitarised. The Germans met with no
resistance and yet still carried out an air raid on
Jersey killing ten people and injuring nine.
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Notice to surrender

n 1 July 1940 three
Onotices demanding the
unconditional surrender of
Jersey were dropped on
different parts of the Island.
These notices were in German
and were signed by General
Richthofen, the Commander
of the German Air Force in
Normandy. This is a copy of
one of these notices.
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A response to the surrender notices

q n 1 July 1940, a States sitting was held discussing surrendering to the Germans. It was decided that
b the civilians should be ordered to remain calm and that no resistance should be shown as in the
long run it would be more damaging. Without the support of the army Jersey did not have much chance
to oppose the Germans and the way to save as many lives as possible was to surrender the Island.
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L'in mi]l neuf cent quersnte, le premler jour de Julllet.

Monsieur le Bailli m prisenté sux Etets une commmication qui lui
oot parvenue de la part du Commendant des Troupes Afrisnnsas Allemsndes
en Normandie, andressée au OGouverneur de 1'Ile de Jersey, ladite commmicaticn
amongant 1'intention dudit Commandant de msutreliser par cocupation lss
dtablissements militeires de 1'Ile, falsant sevoir les signes qui devraient
Btres amoloybs en témoipnage de la livraison desdits Steblissemonts militeires
ot donnant an ces de llvraison palsible une garsntie solommells pour les vie,
propridétl et liberté de tous oitoyens paiamibles.

LES ETATE oot ordormé que ladite communication meit imprimfie et sffichée
incosenmment ot ont ordormé aux Hebitents de rester celmss, de se conformer
aux exigences consipgnées dans lsdite commmicetion et de n'offrir auvcune

resistance A 1'oocupation de 17I1ls,
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Craffisr des Etats,
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A warning

uring the

Occupation,
Organisation Todt
forced workers
were employed to
complete work on
defences for the
Germans.

As can be seen

by this note the
Germans were
worried about
workers escaping
and integrating into
Jersey society and
Islanders were under
threat of punishment
if they did help the
workers.
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Field [Command 516
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The BRIilisT of Jeraev,
> Control of Spenish werkmen ledged in the cEmps.

Falikomnendantur 5 Jerzey,den 25.2.1942,
Eilk, Tory.dr.=

Ax. Pal oB/3.

Eaillff der Jussl-Jeasey,
Bt B alieyp
2. Bailifl der Jreel Guarnsay,
81. Feter-fort .

Heir. TUeberwachung der in Logern eingeseigten spanischen Arbeiter.

Joeh ersuche alle Spanier, bei denen der Verdacht besteht, dass sle
aus einem Lager der 0T entwichen gind, festzunshmen und der nichaten
deutschen Poligeidienststelle zu dbergeben, Es muspg verhindert werden,
dase solche entwichene Arbeiter suf irgendwelche Angaben hin,

neue Jdentitdtakarten, sonstige Ausweicpapiere oder gar Lebenamittel=
karten bekommen, mit deren Hilfe gle sich hier eine =zeitlang
durcheenlogen oder anderwiris Arbeit finden kinnesn.

Der Pelikommandanti
s
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T requent thet sny 3panieh worsmen,where thers i8 retson for
supposing thet he hies glipped swsy from an C.T. camp,be srreeted and
nended over to the feerest Sermsn police sutherity. Sueh workmen wno
£lip ewsy muet be prevented from obtaining on sny pretext whatever,
new identity carde, oihsr documents of (dentificstion or evem ration

S

bobse with the assistence af which they might be sble to 1live here for

sonetitime or find

L. a4,

obher work.

For the Pield Oomsandant,
Dr. Caaper, D.K.¥V.H.
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