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Having endured 1,773 days of Occupation by German forces, Jersey 
was finally liberated by the British Troops of Task Force 135 on 9 May 
1945.
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AAt 3.00pm on 8 May a crowd gathered 
in the Royal Square and listen to 

a broadcast in which the British Prime 
Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, stated rather 
prematurely ‘…and our dear Channel Islands 
are also to be freed today.’

On the morning of 9 May, the Bailiff, 
Alexander Coutanche, the Attorney General, 
CW Duret Aubin, and the Solicitor General, 
CS Harrison, go with General Major Wulf, the 
Island Kommandant, to HMS Beagle. Just 
after midday Brigadier AE Snow received the 
formal surrender of the German garrison on 
Jersey.

The first British troops of Task Force 135 
were led ashore in the early afternoon by 
Lieutenant Colonel Robinson and Captain 
Hugh Le Brocq. The British set up their 
headquarters in the Pomme d’Or Hotel and 
finally raised the British flag.

On Sunday 13 May, the first of over 11,000 
German prisoners of war were shipped out 
to prison camps in England from the beach 
of St Aubin’s Bay.



A

Message from the 
King

At the end of the 
Occupation, King 

George VI sent a message 
to Jersey congratulating 
them on their liberation 
and wishing them luck for 
the future in rebuilding the 
Island. 

L/C/55/B/9
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T
Aerial Photograph of Jersey

This aerial photograph was taken in August 1944 
as a part of Operation Nestegg. Operation 

Nestegg was the name of the planned liberation of 
the Channel Islands and was under the control of 
Brigadier Alfred Snow. 

L/C/14/B/8/8

A/D1/Y2

L

Account of the 
Liberation of 
Jersey 

Lieutenant Colonel 
James Taylor was the 

Senior Officer of the 20, 
Civil Affairs Unit. 

These two letters are to 
his wife describing the 
liberation of the Island 
and what the military 
authorities were doing.

L/C/72/A1 & A2
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I

Identity Card signed by 
liberating forces

Identity card of Kathleen Alice Davis issued in 
January 1941. As the Occupation was over and 

the identity cards were not needed anymore, she 
asked soldiers from the liberating forces to sign 
her identity card.

L/F/05/C/1

A/F/4
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C

Terms of 
surrender

Copy of the terms 
of unconditional 

surrender signed by 
the German and British 
forces.

L/F/54/C/V/3


